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BEHIND EVERY GOOD STAG
IS AN EVEN BETTER HIND
This has certainly been the case with 
our herd’s most proven Maternal hind.

350 Red was bred by Wilkins Farming 
Co in 1994 by a Festl stag, 35 Green. 

This outstanding hind is a consistent 
performer delivering the optimum 
venison production traits of good early 
growth rates, milking ability, moderate 
mature weights, hardiness, longevity and 
she has a striking deep red coat.

In 2003 350 Red was the dam of 34/03 
who was sired by Samurai. In 2004, 
we used 350 Red in our stud’s very 
first ET programme, and in our 2005 
ET programme we used both 350 Red 
and her hind 34/03 who, successfully 
reared 5 embryos. One of these positive 
embryos was our stalwart sire 144/05 
who is renowned for his constitution and 
confirmation. He has been an excellent 
producer of Maternal hinds and sale 
stags for us, and over a 5 year period 
has produced 55 sale stags with an 
average 2 year old sale day weight of  
221 kg. In 2020 we retained the 
impressive sire Körper, bred from 155/08 
who also goes back to 350 Red. 

All of 350 Red’s hind fawns feature 
strongly throughout our herd. They are 
prolific breeders of quality genetic traits. 
When weaning, these hinds can always 
be easily identified because they are the 
hinds with the large udders! Whether 
the fawn is a male or female, 350 Red’s 
genetics always deliver a sale stag or 
replacement hind. 

350 Red is still in our herd today. She is 
coming up 26 years of age and although 
we no longer breed from her, after 
consistently breeding fawns for 16 years 
we have now retired her to be our nanny 
hind, nurturing our young fawns from 
weaning (as shown).

For all of these reasons, 350 Red is the 
matriarch of our venison herd. 

June 2020 — 350 Red pictured with weaners

Feb 2020 — 350 Red

On the back of 25 years of recorded 
Red Deer breeding at Wilkins Farming 
Co, we are proud to introduce you to 
our summer sales line-up.

It has certainly been an unconventional 
lead up and even though we are an 
essential service I am sure you, like 
us have faced some challenging 
times both on and off farm thanks to 
COVID-19 and the 2020 droughts. On 
this note, we have seen venison hit as 
hard as any red meat with regards to 
farm gate pricing due to our reliance 
on the restaurant trade and access to 
the valuable Chinese market.

That said, as October arrives it is 
pleasing to see China stating Red Deer 
is once again an ‘acceptable meat 
protein’, albeit they are currently still 
declining bones which had been a 
valuable part of the farm gate pricing 
pre COVID-19. The pandemic has 
forced venison marketers to re-look 
at what was being offered, and it is 
pleasing to hear that the international 
opportunities are now expanding 
through both retail and HelloFresh 
UK, as well as targeted domestic 
opportunities through My Food Bag 
(NZ) — all of which are delivering 
encouraging feedback to date.

Pet food has also come back into the 
export market recently, as well as more 
promising news from the European 
game season, with solid demand 
reported and current stocks low or 
sold which is positive compared to the 
prior holdings that were not moving 
through. Clearly, we are all looking 
forward to international COVID-19 
conditions continuing to improve, 
which will see restaurants trading 
again with consumption and demand 
following in our other key markets like 
America and the rest of Europe.

With this in mind, we are pleased with 
the stock we will be presenting for 
sale given their key genetic traits are 
sure to improve your returns moving 
forward. 

As you will know, we have always 
invested in genetics to prioritise 
livestock performance because we 
believe this is a key part of improving 
farm profitability. While a high 
schedule is important, equally as 
important is to continue to improve 
your on-farm performance. As you 
will see in this year’s line-up, we once 
again have animals on offer who have 
outstanding meat yield, growth rate 
and mean calving date results — all 
thanks to our stud’s strategic breeding 
programme over the last 25 years. 

Key highlights for this year’s animals 
include:

• TUI  
(EUROPEAN) — we have a higher 
number of Tui son’s than we have 
had in the past. A great opportunity 
to introduce growth rate and mean 
calving date as Tui is ranked #1 on 
DEERSelect for this trait. There will be 
a number of sons with a CDeBV of -6 
to -9 days on offer.

• CHURCHILL  
(MATERNAL – ENGLISH) — this 
stalwart sire’s dominance within 
our stud will be scaled back from 
the 2021/2022 sale season. This 
will therefore be your last chance 
to buy numbers of sons from this 
proven Maternal sire. In addition, we 
have some exciting combinations 
of Churchill and Tui crosses, that 
have +20 W12eBV’s and -7 and 
-8 on CDeBV — an exceptional 
combination for breeding 
replacement hinds.

• BIG GEOFF  
(MATERNAL – ENGLISH CROSS) — 
This is the first time we have offered 
his sons. This sire has certainly 
made his mark, after being used 
extensively upon his arrival, his sons 
have come through strongly after 
strategic mating with the exceptional 
WFC hinds. These animals are great 
for breeding your replacement hinds. 
Good growth and loin weights will 
see your venison production increase 
thanks to this exceptional progeny. 

Subject to COVID-19 conditions 
changing, we look forward to hosting 
you on 11 December 2020 for our 
Hawke’s Bay based North Island sale, 
and at home for our South Island sale 
on 15 January 2021.

In the meantime, please continue 
to check our website for sale day 
updates, and the sale catalogues will 
be available in November. Should you 
be interested in private treaty sales for 
F1’s (Elk x Red Deer), please register 
your interest with us, and once again 
we are reserving the right to organise 
the freight on behalf of the purchaser.

Finally, we hope you enjoy seeing our 
on farm activity update on pages 3 
and 4. Should you wish to enhance 
your herd’s velvet and body weights 
via your AI programme please consider 
our purchasing offer. 

Michael Wilkins

On behalf of Wilkins Farming Co.

WELCOME TO OUR  
SPRING 2020 NEWSLETTER
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ON FARM NEWS
Since our last update life has been 
busy on farm with weaning, AI 
(artificial insemination) and ET 
(embryo transfer) programmes. We 
were extremely pleased with the 
young stock we weaned this year by 
both our stalwart and new sires.

March was an extremely busy period 
on farm with an AI and ET programme 
across both deer units. 

It has been several years since we 
undertook an ET programme but with 
so many quality hinds within our herd, 
we felt it was time to maximise those 
genetics. This did not come without 
its challenges due to COVID-19, so 
we would like to thank our staff and 
industry partners for their enormous 
effort during the uncertain times in our 
2020 breeding season.

The end of March also saw the 
departure of Bernard Honold back to his 
homeland of Germany. We would like 
to acknowledge and thank Bernard for 

his outstanding contribution to our stud 
over the spring and summer period.

The scanning results from our mating 
programme were fantastic this season. 
Our Eastern and Maternal first fawners 
achieved an excellent 94% in calf rate, 
with our Europeans achieving 100%! We 
cannot wait for this year’s fawns and the 
resulting progeny from both our AI and 
ET programmes, and we also eagerly 
anticipate our clients results from their 
subsequent breeding programmes 
involving our stags.

In early June the stud achieved a 
milestone with our first ever weaner 
weighing in at a whopping 120 kg at this 
time, with several animals close behind.

GET A 15% 
DISCOUNT

PLACE YOUR SEMEN 
ORDER PRIOR TO  

1ST DECEMBER 2020*

CONTACT US FOR MORE 
INFORMATION OR TO 

PLACE AN ORDER

*NZ ORDERS ONLY

All hands on deck

Mortlach SonMortlach Son

Fresh semen

Straws in storage

ET in progress

Bernard Honold

Straws in storage

ET in progress

Fresh semen



BIG GEOFF
Shown at 4 years

Maternal – English Cross

BIG GEOFF
PFE 596/14

111260

05053

03458

98216

3613LO

GERMAN

04798

JEFFERSON

JEFF

SULTAN

MAXIMILIAN

MOTDONIS

TOBY

GENERAL

Shown at 3 years

Shown at 3 years

Big Geoff is an imposing stag within the herd. Although, we only purchased 
him in 2017, we are looking forward to his growth and velvet attributes 
coming to fruition.
Sired by Jefferson out of a general hind, Big Geoff is 1/2 English, 1/4 German 
and 1/4 European.
Big Geoff is appropriately named, given his impressive live weights of 249 kg at 
3 years (sale day) and his W12eBV of 19.94 which is solid for this breed type.
As shown below, his impressive SA2 velvet at 3 years was 7.2 kg and he cut an 
additional 4 kg of regrowth. A massive total of 11.3 kg of velvet at 3 years of 
age.
Big Geoff is a well performing sire with a great nature.

COPYRIGHT WILKINS FARMING CO BREEDING FOR THE FUTURE OCTOBER 2020

AGE YEAR BODY WEIGHT 
(kg)

VELVET
(kg)

GRADE

W12eBV 19.94

12 Months 2015 128

2 Years 2016 4.6 A2S/SA2

3 Years 2017 249 7.2 SA2

4 Years 2018 278 395 2/8 IOA

5 Years 2019 340 10.4 SA

TAG 84
EASTERN

TAG 556
MATERNAL

TAG 624
EUROPEAN

TAG 122
EASTERN

TAG 570
EUROPEAN

TAG 704
MATERNAL

SIRE: BALATON

SIRE: ROCK ME

SIRE: WF 144/05

SIRE: MONZA

SIRE: WF 144/05

SIRE: BIG GEOFF

EASTERNS Top 15 
avg Top Animal

11 month weight 119 136

15 month weight 148 171

W12eBV 11.09 14.60

Est Loin weight 4.34 5.08

EMA (measured) 33.34 37.8

CDeBV -3.30 -4.46

MATERNALS Top 40 
avg Top Animal

11 month weight 130 144

15 month weight 155 171

W12eBV 17.74 22.60

Est Loin weight 4.88 5.92

EMA (measured) 36.57 43.80

CDeBV -5.22 -8.66

EUROPEANS Top 40 
avg Top Animal

11 month weight 134 150

15 month weight 168 186

W12eBV 19.06 26.51

Est Loin weight 5.10 6.59

EMA (measured) 37.36 46.61

CDeBV -5.92 -9.64

PROGENY OF PROVEN SIRES

W12eBV’s current as at 01/02/2020. Photos taken 24/02/2020. 15 month live weight (as shown above) weighed 14/02/2020.

2020/21 SALE STAGS
THE NEXT GENERATION

TAG 84
W12eBV 12.42
CDeBV -2.48
Est Loin weight 4.43
EMA 32.26
15 MONTH WEIGHT 171

TAG 122
W12eBV 13.93
CDeBV -3.19
Est Loin weight 3.75
EMA 28.18
15 MONTH WEIGHT 154.5

TAG 556
W12eBV 16.16
CDeBV -5.27
Est Loin weight 5.35
EMA 39.59
15 MONTH WEIGHT 169.5

TAG 570
W12eBV 17.21
CDeBV -4.21
Est Loin weight 5.04
EMA 36.7
15 MONTH WEIGHT 166

TAG 624
W12eBV 18.12
CDeBV -5.05
Est Loin weight 5.20
EMA 37.28
15 MONTH WEIGHT 177.5

TAG 704
W12eBV 18.94
CDeBV -3.79
Est Loin weight 5.23
EMA 38.12
15 MONTH WEIGHT 171



Churchill — a pure English sire whose growth rate is exceptional.
He was sired by Dartagnion, out of an Andrew III hind. Pure English, Warnham 
bloodlines. He was a massive English stag, with the largest 15 and 18 month live 
weights Stanfield have produced for this type.
As indicated below, as at October 2019, Churchill’s W12eBV was +17.5, with an 
accuracy of 99%. We are very pleased that Churchill is ranked No. 1 for W12eBV, 
and has been for 8 years (English sire summaries DEERSelect)
A key member of our stag team through AI, Churchill’s reliability delivers 
progeny with exceptional growth rates and consistent velvet credentials.

AGE YEAR BODY WEIGHT 
(kg)

VELVET
(kg)

GRADE

3 Weaning 70

11 Months 2011 135.5

W12Bv 17.5

15 Months 168

2 Years 2012 237

3 Years 2013 270 4.8 SA2

4 Years 2014 290 6 SA2

5 Years 2015 294 7 SA2

6 Years 2016 310 7.25 SA2

7 Years 2017 324 7.45 SA2

DECEASED 2018

CHURCHILL
10/048

STO 187/05

STO 92/091

RACHEL

STO 31/92

STO 147/94

STO 523/01

DARTAGNION

CHARLES RUPERT

WARNHAM PARK

WARNHAM PARK

RAMASSES

ANDREW II

TERRY

ANDREW III

Shown at 2 years

Shown at 2 years

CHURCHILL
Shown at 5 years
Maternal – English
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Churchill remains a dominant animal 
within our stud. For 8 years he held the 
number one spot as the highest W12eBV 
English animal on the DEERSelect English 
stag summary. Churchill has had a huge 
impact within the stud, with his consistent 
velvet credentials and exceptional growth 
rates achieving many milestones for us. 
The depth of his breeding is evident in 
the progeny produced. 

Of note his Grandson from our 2019 South 
Island sale, Lot 200, Tag 900/16, who to 
our knowledge was the highest W12eBV 
for his type offered for sale in NZ.

The 2020/21 sales season will see the last 
significant number of our Churchill sired 
progeny offered at public auction. These 
impressive animals are a combination of 
crosses including several Churchill sired 
animals bred from Tui dams that offer 
solid maternal figures.

We have a number of daughters sired 
by Churchill within our herd therefore 
influencing our decision to scale back the 
number of progeny bred by him. 

You can see below Churchill’s genetics 
have had a huge influence for us. Should 
you wish to also benefit from these, 
we have a limited supply of his semen 
available. Check out page 4 for details 
about our 2020 semen purchasing offer. 

CHURCHILL
A DOMINANT INFLUENCE

LOT 224
TAG 400

LOT 215
TAG 506

LOT 204
TAG 442

LOT 208
TAG 106

LOT 203
TAG 524

LOT 3
TAG 800

$13000 SOUTH ISLAND 2018

$16000 SOUTH ISLAND 2018$9000 SOUTH ISLAND 2017$10500 SOUTH ISLAND 2017

$12000 SOUTH ISLAND 2019 $11000 NORTH ISLAND 2019

WF 900/16
Shown at 2 years
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AGE YEAR BODY WEIGHT 
(kg)

VELVET 
(kg)

GRADE

3 Months 2014 63.5

11 Months 2014 143.5

15 Months 2015 173.5

W12eBV 2019 13.8

LEANeBV 2015 3.62

Est Loin Weight 2015 4.01

2 Years 2016 251 HA

3 Years 2017 286 5.6 SA

4 Years 2018 347 6.6 SA

5 Years 2019 359 HA

DECEASED 2020

Monza had a lovely style of antler with a clean heavy beam and well balanced 
long tynes. His pedigree features Heinrich VI, Maximilian & Vladimir, all super 
stars in the world of Eastern European Red Deer breeding.
This big bodied stag weighed 251 kg at 2 years of age. Exceptional growth 
rates, good loin, LEANeBV and W12eBV, as well as a great temperament — the 
complete package!
During our 2019/2020 on farm sales we saw Monza prove himself as a champion 
sire for body, velvet and antler with two of his top sons fetching $14000 and 
$17000 respectively, further reinforcing the quality of this impressive stag

MONZA
Shown at 5 years

Eastern

WF48/17
Shown at 2 years

WF26/17
Shown at 2 years

Shown at 5 years

Shown at 4 years

MONZA
WF 56/14 

WF 251/10

SBP 183/06

SBP 219/03

SBP 419/01

SBP 457/01

SBP 121/03

SBP 429/07

MILANO
WF 88/08

MILAN

MAXIMILIAN

HEINRICH VI

SERGEI

RAMON

VLADIMIR

MONZA’S SONS
 

W12eBV 13.06
Sale day weight 255 kg

SOLD TO  
KOKOAMO FARMS 
FOR $17,000

W12eBV 15.51
Sale day weight 267 kg

SOLD TO  
BLACK FOREST 
FOR $14,000

Tragically one of our favourite stags Monza was injured mid-2020 roar, and due to the severity of his shoulder injury he 
had to be put down.

Monza was only 5 years of age so he was still to reach his full potential; thankfully we have a good supply of his semen in storage 
which will enable us to continue our strategic breeding using his awesome genetics in the future.

As shown in his full profile to the left, Monza was an impressive Eastern stag, who presented with massive body weight, big clean 
antler and a great nature. We are now looking forward to seeing his influence live on through his progeny as they come through 
our herd.

Two such examples from last year’s sale season are: 



Behind every good stag is an even better hind. See p2.

Sender:
Wilkins Farming Co
1018 Waipounamu Road
RD 6
Gore 9776

KEY CONTACTS
PAULINE PATTULLO
Genetics Manager
M 027 249 9309

E livestockgenetics@wilkinsfarming.co.nz

LOCKIE LOTT
Stock Manager
M 027 372 3675

E deer@wilkinsfarming.co.nz

or contact your local specialist 
Deer Livestock Agent

www.wilkinsfarming.co.nz


